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For many San faanto Valley
seniors and older Americans
throtghout the United States,
there seems to be a rising trend in
the amount they are spending for
théir brand-name medications,
alongwith other health care costs.

- "When does it stop? Prices of
everything keep going up. said
Hesnet resident, Ed Par,

According to a recent study
released by the  American
Associations of Retined Persons
(AARP}, the manufacturers’

e prices for 197 of the top
brand-name prescription drugs
most frequently used by older
Americans has increased a1 a pace
that eweeds the mile of general
inflation (“Trends in
Manpfacturer Prices of Brand
Name Prescription Drugs Used

Older Americans, 2000

1 2003;"
wWwWaarp,org/ Articles/a2004-06-
30-drugpriceincrease).

“On average, the annual
increase in drug manufacturers’

ces for the most' widely used
nid-name prescriptions rose
fromy' 4.1 percent in 2000 1o 6.9
percent in 2003, while the annual
ratte of general inflation fell from

“; 33 percent in 2000 to 2.2 percent
| in 2003. Over the four-year peri-
Oiﬂnnransla into an average

increase of over
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: < Bob Grahan's Eagl, designed and buile in
1847 Schoorer, is  fine example of the artist’s attention t

“Since at least 2000, drug
prices have risen steadily. The first
three months of 2004 looks like
more of the same,” said AARP
Board Member Doug Holbrook.

“This s an outrage.

For older Americans, specifi-
cally those on Social Security
income that is tied to the general
mflation rate, this could create a
substantial burden. In dollar
terms, according to AARP, the
average price of a prescription to
the consumer went from $33.76
1o S60038. For a typical senior
who takes three medications, this
would likely translate to an aver-
age spending increase of $101.in
2000 to $181 in 2003 if the prices
were passed on 1o the consumer.

“The system isn't working ta

balance things out,” said Fd and

Connie  Paranick of Hemet.
“We've had 1o cut outsome of our
prescriptions  because. of the
costs.”

The Paranicks are like most
seniors — they have daily mainte-
nance prescriptions they need to
take in order to help mamntain
their health. They are fortunate
enough o have health coverage
that covers a large portion of their
prescription costs, however, even
with ' insurance, their estimated
cost for their medications average
approximately $400 per month.

“We've talked 1o our pharma-
cists to ser what we can do to cut

ouir [prectiption) costs, Bt there

is not a generic alternative for
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plan to sell these valuable ships;
instead he wants each of his six
children to have them. |

The hard part for Graham will
be who will get the Seeadler —
one of the first wooden ships he -
built from a kit “My kids are
crary about the ‘ﬂ"ldkn which is

one of my worst models.”

When Graham is not working
on a project, he's busy atiénding
meetings once a month in
Placentia at the Ship Modelers
Association, in San Diego at the
San Diego Ship Modelers Guild,
and in San Jacinto at the Ramona
Country Carvers, He also enjoys
helping people with hands-on
seminars,

*1 get every bit of fun out of
helping people,” said Graham. *1
think everybody has the ability
(to do this}. They just need to
bring it out”

Increases in prescription drug costs exceeds rate of inflation

many of gur brand-name pre- AARR nonprofit- organiza-
scriptions we have to take,” said  tion thatiis "dedicated to making
Paranick. "We don't know how we h&beuﬂforpnoplcmrm' said 1 1elu
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© ARE YOU CONCERNED AROUT

Attend a Public Meetmg

The Riverside County Transportation © 5

RCTC} s holding public' meetings to find ar
' you hink about suluﬁons to current and fu T

1 you need more informasion, cal RCTC 3t (951) 7677
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